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This article examines the growing tensions between Russia and Ukraine and
their impact on regional and global geopolitical dynamics, focusing on the
importance of military organizational management in this complex situation.
The confrontation between the two countries, fuelled by Moscow’s geopolitical
aspirations to consolidate its control over Ukraine, has escalated into a military
conflict with far-reaching repercussions. Ukraine’s rapprochement with the
European Union and NATO has exacerbated tensions, generating indirect arms
deliveries and threatening regional stability.

In this context, military organisational management becomes crucial to
manage and mitigate the escalation of the conflict. The capacity for strategic
planning and coordination of military actions is essential to maintain stability
and prevent wider conflict. Also, the ability to manage human and material
resources effectively and strategically can influence the outcome and duration
of conflict. In addition, it is important to stress that tensions between Russia
and Ukraine not only have bilateral consequences, but also affect relations
between Russia and NATO.

Military management must therefore be adaptable and address the complex
and interlinked challenges of this rapidly changing geopolitical context.
The paper further argues that an appropriate approach to military organisational
management can be essential for managing the conflict between Russia and
Ukraine, as well as for maintaining regional and global stability in the face of
the complex challenges of current geopolitical tensions.
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INTRODUCTION

Ukraine acquired its present territorial form in the mid-20%
century, reuniting its population that had previously been divided
between Poland, Russia and Austria. Ukrainian national unification
took place mainly after the Second World War. Due to the lack of
well-defined natural boundaries, Ukraine has always been
characterised by a fluctuating border. The region’s historical trajectory
has been shaped by two key geographical factors: its proximity to
the vast steppes of Central Asia and its proximity to two formidable
neighbouring powers, Russia and Poland. Throughout history, Ukraine
has been an ethnically diverse nation with a varied population,
geographically located in close proximity to Russia. The presence
of several ethnic groups in society has historically led to significant
conflicts. However, the population movements that took place after
the Second World War not only simplified the ethnic composition of
the country, but also led to cultural impoverishment. The dissolution of
the Soviet empire was a difficult and complicated process. A significant
number of Russians found it difficult to accept the disintegration of the
Soviet Union.

Ukraine’s independence had a significant economic influence on
trade connections between Russia and the nations of Central and
Western Europe. After Russia, Ukraine was indeed the most populous
and territorially largest republic in the Soviet Union, with significant
global economic importance. After the break-up of the Soviet Union,
about 25 million people of Russian origin or Russian speakers lived in
the countries that were part of the Soviet Union.

Russia’s response to human rights violations against its citizens
abroad has served as a significant indicator of its approach to
neighbouring countries. The presence of 12 million Russian residents
in Ukraine, representing about 22% of the total population, created an
opportunity for Moscow to establish political alliances and maintain a
significant level of involvement in Ukraine’s internal affairs.
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On 24 February 2022, Russia launched an invasion of Ukraine,
triggering a full-scale conflict with massive consequences. This action
led to the displacement of more than 7 million people from Ukraine,
who sought refuge in several European countries. The impact of this
conflict was felt in the world economy, especially in economic sectors
such as oil and food, which suffered from rising inflation as a result of
the instability caused by the war. Russian leader Vladimir Putin has
justified the invasion of Ukraine by using cruise missile attacks launched
from Russian territory. His main argument was that he intervened to
protect separatist regions in eastern Ukraine, inhabited largely by a
Russian-speaking population, from Ukrainian armed forces. In addition,
he sees the invasion of Ukraine as a struggle to end the era of Western
domination and establish a new multipolar world order (Dickinson).

It can be strongly argued that amid escalating tensions between
Russia and Ukraine, a critical demand is coming from Moscow, which
is shaping the contours of a complex geopolitical landscape. Russia’s
insistence on reliable assurances from NATO not to integrate Ukraine
or strategically vital countries into its security framework underlines
the high-stakes nature of the conflict. Beyond Ukraine, Russia is calling
for arms withdrawals from Eastern European nations within NATO’s
sphere of competence, including Romania and Bulgaria, according to
a Russian foreign ministry statement issued in January 2022 (Reuters,
2022). These demands represent Russia’s effort to consolidate its
position as a strong global player, protecting its interests and expanding
its influence. This determination is especially evident in regions that
were once part of the Soviet Union. Eastern Europe, seen by Russia as
a buffer zone, is of crucial strategic importance in its attempt to keep
its distance from the expanding influence of NATO. Understanding
the geopolitical complexities and strategic priorities of Russia in this
context is crucial to deciphering the dynamics of the current conflict
and its wider implications.

In this tense context, military organisational management plays a
crucial role in establishing and maintaining the balance of power in the
region. The ability to plan strategically and adapt quickly to changes
in the geopolitical landscape is essential to respond effectively to the
demands and challenges posed by Russia’s aggressive behaviour.
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One of the priorities of military organisational management
is to strengthen the defensive capacity of states in the region,
including Ukraine, Romania and Bulgaria, to deal with perceived
threats from Russia. It involves modernising and strengthening the
military infrastructure, enhancing defence capabilities and improving
interoperability and collaboration between NATO member countries.
| also believe it is essential to intensify cooperation and dialogue
between NATO and its partners in the region, along with maintaining
consistent and determined communication with Russia, in order
to prevent an escalation of the conflict and promote a peaceful
resolution of differences. | strongly believe that clear lines of action
should be established at the military management level, focused on
managing Russian cyber and information risks and challenges aimed
at destabilising and undermining the security of NATO member states
and their partners.

In this article, | have sought to highlight the importance of
an integrated approach to military organisational management,
emphasising the need to implement measures aimed at ensuring
stability and security in the region, and to strategically promote
peaceful conflict resolution in line with NATO Alliance values and
objectives.

This research engages in exploring the hypothesis that Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine not only constitutes a major catalyst for the
geopolitical status quo, but has the potential to initiate complex and
unpredictable changes in the dynamics of international relations.
Through its approach to its military actions, Russia appears to
vehemently assert its aspirations to be recognised as a global or
European power, but the consequences of these manoeuvres may be
likely to thwart this initial intention. It is therefore crucial to examine
whether the current invasion has the potential to accelerate the decline
of Russian influence in its relations with China and other emerging
states. Equally, it will examine how the invasion reinforces Europe’s
role as a central focus of global geopolitics, including the reassertion
of the US presence in this context and the revitalisation of the North
Atlantic Alliance. The hypothesis underpinning this analysis assumes
that the events in Ukraine may lead to a significant reconfiguration
of international relations, thereby influencing the balance of power
and geopolitical outlook in a manner that raises concern.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research underlying the writing of this article focused on
investigating the new geopolitical tensions and their impact on military
dynamics in the South-East European region. In the initial stage,
documents and scholarly papers available to the public or presented
at international conferences were analysed. These sources provided
information on the tensions between Russia and Ukraine and their
impact on regional and global geopolitics. The documents studied
included international treaties, government reports and other relevant
sources.

The research also included analysis of public interviews conducted
by geopolitical and military experts as well as government officials,
academics and security analysts. These interviews were essential to
bring into focus broad perspectives on the dynamics of conflict and how
military and organisational management can influence its resolution.

In addition, statistical data and quantitative analyses drawn from
other academic and research sources were additional sources of
information, providing significant insights into the evolution of conflict
and its impact on regional and global stability.

By integrating a variety of research methods, the paper is intended
to provide a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the
tensions between Russia and Ukraine. It also places particular emphasis
on the crucial role of military organisational management in managing
conflict and maintaining stability in the region and globally. This multi-
faceted approach to research allows for the identification of effective
strategies and policies for managing and resolving similar conflicts in
the future.

THE WAR IN UKRAINE — A WAKE-UP CALL
FOR THE WHOLE WORLD

The conflict in Ukraine has made European citizens think about
the subjective aspect of their own identity, questioning in particular
which individuals can be considered European. The disparate and
unjustified treatment of Ukrainian refugees compared to migrants
from other regions, such as Africa or the Middle East, can only be
understood through an emotional lens: Ukrainians live in urban areas
that resemble our own, adhere to the same predominant religion
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as we do, have ideological frameworks similar to ours, and even
physically resemble us.

In keeping with its primarily economic nature, the European
Union responded promptly to the Russian incursion into Ukrainian
territory by imposing economic sanctions. The European Union has
implemented economic sanctions as a bellicose response to a war
that nevertheless perpetuates the traditional features of the 19t and
the 20 century conflicts, namely the use of armed force to fight over
territorial boundaries. In addition to its economic implications, the
Russian incursion into Ukraine has also provoked a response in the
political and constitutional sphere of the European Union.

In the Versailles Declaration of 10-11 March 2022, the EU Heads
of State and Government adopted a new position, outlining their
commitment to substantially increase defence spending, with a
significant part directed towards investment. The main priority
is to address identified strategic deficiencies and to promote the
collaborative development of defence capabilities within the European
Union. In a significant shift, countries such as Sweden and Finland,
together with Germany, have abandoned their previous policy of
refraining from exporting military weapons to areas affected by
armed conflict and have contributed significantly in the past two years
of conflict with major deliveries of military equipment to Ukraine.
It could be an opportune moment for the establishment of a “European
Defence Union”, operating independently of NATO and with its own
military capabilities.

In response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Western countries
are offering substantial assistance to Ukraine, in terms of both economic
aid and military support. Without this assistance, Kiev would be
unable to sustain its operations or keep its economy stable. According
to the Fact Sheet on US Security Assistance to Ukraine published on
6 December 2023, the United States of America committed over
$44.8 billion in security assistance to Ukraine since President Biden
took office, of which $44.2 billion were provided in the context of
Russia’s brutal and unprovoked invasion beginning 24 February 2022.

Between 24 January 2022 and 15 January 2024, the European
Union institutions, such as the Commission and the EU Council,
provided Ukraine with approximately €85 billion in bilateral financial,
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humanitarian and military aid in relation to the Russian invasion that
began in February 2022. The second highest pledge amount came from
the United States of America, with around €69 billion, according to
the report on Total Bilateral Aid Commitments to Ukraine 2022-2024
(Statista, 2024).

In addition, Russia has faced significant economic sanctions that
have prompted a major shift: several Russian banks have been removed
from the SWIFT network, and major banks such as Sberbank and VTB
have been placed on comprehensive sanctions lists. “Half of the Bank
of Russia’s gold and foreign currency reserves have been frozen due to
sanctions. This represents about half of those reserves we had. We have
a total amount of reserves of about 5640 billion. We are currently
unable to use about S300 billion of these reserves”, Russian Finance
Minister Anton Siluanov said in an interview with Rossiya 1 (Ib.).

Sanctions were also imposed in the energy sector, but it was
later discovered that this had led to a significant increase in oil and
gas prices. In addition, it caused more damage to European nations
than to Russia. Moreover, the opposition between Russian producers
and European countries was intensified by a considerable reduction
in gas supplies to the EU, which exacerbated the negative effects on
European nations (Dreuzy, Gilli, 2022, p. 35).

The military aspect of this battle is not the main focus of this
study, but it is necessary to briefly address it, as it helps to understand
how the perspectives of external actors have changed and how they
interpret the impact on the restructuring of the global system. Western
military engagement and aid to Ukraine, as well as China’s stance
towards Russia, have undergone discernible or nuanced changes in
response to Russia’s military debacle and its misjudgement of the
anticipated military and political collapse of Ukraine. Today, more than
two years after the Russian attack, the war has moved into a phase
of long-lasting attrition. This phase is characterised by significant
human losses and growing concern because of the serious impact on
the world economy and the agri-food system. However, both factions
have aspirations to increase their military position, reject the idea of
engaging in negotiations and persist in the pursuit of triumph, despite
the ambiguity surrounding its definition. As Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba has articulated, success is a fluid and dynamic notion
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(Adler, Barnett). It is clear that military organisational management has
a key role to play in managing this phase of the conflict. The ability
to plan strategically, coordinate military operations effectively and use
resources rationally is vital to maintaining stability and reducing human
and economic losses. It is also important for military organisational
management to adapt to changing conflict dynamics and respond to
evolving challenges and threats. Flexibility and adaptability are key in
managing a long-lasting conflict and ensuring an effective approach
to promoting a peaceful and sustainable resolution of the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine.

Russia’s failure in the conflict in Kiev, which took place between
February and April 2022, quickly demonstrated the inaccuracy of
many projections of war and the balance of power. Russian airborne
forces successfully captured the Hostomel airstrip near the capital,
but faced several challenges. However, they failed to advance beyond
the outskirts of the city. Meanwhile, the Zelensky-led administration
continued to remain in the capital, sending a strong political message
of defiance. Russian columns north of the city suffered significant losses
to Ukrainian forces while being stuck in massive traffic congestion,
eventually forcing them to withdraw to their bases in Belarus. The first
episode of the war demonstrated Ukraine’s improved and adaptable
tactical skills, as well as the importance of weaponry and intelligence
data, including satellite imagery and extensive electronic surveillance
provided by the United States of America, the United Kingdom and
other European nations. In addition, the use of new technologies, such
as drones, played a crucial role. However, this phase also demonstrated
that, in addition to international assistance and the efforts of the
Ukrainian government apparatus, the resistance was a popular and
large-scale mobilisation against the invasion. This stimulated the
Ukrainian opposition and secured international assistance.

PresidentBidensignedthe Lend-Lease Defend Democracyin Ukraine
Act into law on 9 May 2022, an important day commemorating the
surrender of Nazi Germany. This act gives the President the authority
to provide a total of $40 billion in economic and military assistance
until the end of 2023. The funds provided Javelin anti-tank and Stinger
anti-aircraft missiles, GPS-guided ammunition for howitzers, and
drones and helicopters. In response, the EU used the European Peace
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Support Fund, an additional financial instrument set up in March 2021,
which has a budget of €5.6 billion allocated for the period 2021-2027.
This event is unprecedented: the European Union, recognised as
a “civilian power”, has taken the collective decision to offer military
aid to a third country for the first time in history. This assistance is
provided through bilateral means, part of it financed from this special
fund. Several nations have opted to offer non-military assistance,
in line with their long-standing practice of neutrality. Others have
limited themselves to the use of small arms. The Netherlands,
France and Germany are supplying heavy artillery equipped with GPS
guidance, while several Central European nations, such as Poland
and Slovakia, have gone a step further by supplying Soviet-made
tanks and sophisticated air defence systems. In addition, several non-
governmental entities are providing assistance. This includes Starlink, a
corporation owned by libertarian entrepreneur Elon Musk. Starlink has
deployed several satellite internet relay stations, which have played a
significant role in facilitating civilian and military communications in
Ukraine. It is noteworthy that the Russian military has failed to disrupt
these connections (Sanger, Schmitt, Cooper, Barnes&Vogel, 2022).

Military Financial Humanitarian

Figure 1: US aid to Ukraine since the Russian invasion, by type
(in billions of US dollars; Statista, 2023)
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Of course, in this context, some characteristics of military
management become obvious. First of all, there are elements specific
to strategic planning: both the US, with the signing of the Lend-Lease
Act by US President Joe Biden on Monday, 9 May 2022, the same day
that Russia celebrated “Victory Day”, the 77t anniversary of the Soviet
Union’s victory over Nazi Germany, and the European Union, using the
European Peace Support Fund, have made long-term strategic plans to
support Ukraine. They involve assessing needs and available resources,
identifying objectives and developing a strategy for action to meet
those objectives.

Another aspect worth mentioning is the level of cooperation and
coordination. Both the United States and the EU have had to cooperate
and coordinate their efforts to provide effective and coherent assistance
to Ukraine. It entails communication and collaboration between the
various institutions and organisations involved in providing military
and financial assistance.

Other features of military management in this context include
the effective use of available resources to ensure that assistance to
Ukraine is maximised. It means the appropriate allocation of funds and
equipment, as well as continuous assessment and adaptation to the
needs and situation on the ground.

The situation in Ukraine is dynamic and rapidly changing, and
military management must be adaptable and flexible to cope with this
reality. It implies the ability to respond quickly to changes and to adjust
strategies and actions according to developments on the ground.

A final feature of military management specific to this type of
conflict is risk management. Providing military assistance to a third
country involves certain risks, such as escalation of the conflict or the
use of inappropriately supplied equipment. Military management must
therefore be able to manage these risks effectively and take measures
to minimise the negative impact.

The military assistance (its value is shown in figure 2) provided
to Ukraine has generated significant debate from the international
community, foreign policy and security experts, political leaders and
global public opinion.
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Figure 2: Main military aid donor countries to Ukraine until 31.10 2023
(in billions of US dollars; Kiel Institute for the World Economy, 2023)

Under the provisions of the United Nations Charter, these deliveries
are considered legal and justified because Ukraine is exercising its
right to self-defence, while the Russian invasion is seen as an act of
aggression, as confirmed by the General Assembly in a broad resolution
adopted immediately after the invasion. This creates a clear ethical
distinction. However, in terms of moral ethics and political differences,
the desire to prevent a military escalation in the presence of nuclear
powers clarifies these debates and hesitation in providing fighter jets
or long-range missile systems (Haass, 2022, pp. 25-38).

THE CONFLICT IN UKRAINE
AND GLOBAL GEOPOLITICAL CHANGES

Ukraine’s NATO accession process is characterised by the fact that
Ukraine did indeed begin the process of joining NATO in 2008, but its
path towards this goal has been marked by fluctuations. In June 2017,
the Ukrainian Parliament passed a law formalising NATO membership
as a key objective of the country’s foreign and security policy. Later, in
2019, Ukraine’s Constitution was amended to meet the preconditions
set by NATO. In September 2020, President Volodimir Zelensky
sanctioned Ukraine’s National Security Strategy, which included plans
to strengthen a close alliance with NATO to pursue membership.

The Russian incursion into Ukraine and the accompanying
international reactions open up the prospect of a significant shift
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in global geopolitics. The invasion serves as a painful validation for
EU nations, namely the Baltic states, Poland and the Czech Republic,
which have been more sceptical of Russia. This contrasts with other
member states, such as France or Germany, which have been more
distrustful. Progressive political movements, such as Germany’s Greens
and Sweden’s Social Democrats, have some of the strongest positions
in support of NATO and against Russia. An exemplary illustration of
these transformations is the rapid application for NATO membership
by Finland and Sweden, marking a departure from their long-standing
policy of neutrality.

In terms of security and defence policy, the European Union’s
response to the invasion of Ukraine has been predominantly reactive.
However, even before the attack took place, there was notable and
rapid progress in the process of Europeanisation and the consolidation
of a common vision on security and defence policy.

As part of this development, the topics of threats and security
have become central points of interest and debate within the EU.
The invasion of Ukraine has amplified these discussions and has led
to a reconsideration of the European Union’s security priorities and
strategies. It has intensified efforts to strengthen collective defence
capabilities and to increase the level of coordination and cooperation
within the EU’s security and defence policy. In concrete terms, these
developments have included strengthening collaboration between
EU member states in areas such as military development, intelligence
and intelligence sharing, and the development and implementation of
common security strategies.

In addition, the European Union aims to take more decisive
action in four key areas — air, maritime, space and cyber — to ensure
access to the global economy. This initiative reflects the EU’s desire to
strengthen its capabilities in these strategic sectors so that it can play
a more active and influential role on the international stage. At the
same time, it is in line with the EU’s efforts to broaden its involvement
in security and defence issues, demonstrating a growing commitment
to ensuring security in Europe and the world.

Asin previous cases, this initiative, triggered by the implementation
of the “Strategic Compass” in March 2022, reflects a compromise
found between different perspectives and interests within the EU,
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in particular as regards the relationship with NATO and North Atlantic
connections. The invasion of Ukraine has served as a spur to these
efforts, underlining the importance of strengthening defence and
security capabilities for the European Union in the face of threats from
within and outside the region.

Reactivating the North Atlantic axis and strengthening the
transatlantic partnership in the face of threats from Russia is a crucial
aspect of recent developments in international relations. In the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the United States of America and other
NATO member states have shown unprecedented unity and solidarity
in managing the crisis and supporting Ukraine.

At the diplomatic level, high-level meetings were held between
EU and US leaders to coordinate common positions and actions
in condemnation of Russian aggression and in support of Ukraine.
This coordination has strengthened transatlantic cohesion and
reinforced the West’s position vis-a-vis Russia. Thus, at the NATO
Summit in Vilnius (2023), NATO leaders, including those from the
European Union and the United States of America, agreed on measures
to strengthen defence capabilities in Eastern Europe and around the
Baltic Sea in the context of the growing threat from Russia. Plans to
deploy additional troops and military equipment to NATO member
states in the region to strengthen deterrence and collective defence
were discussed and adopted. The United States of America and the
European Union have also issued joint statements and adopted
resolutions in international organisations such as the United Nations
and the OSCE condemning Russia’s aggression in Ukraine and calling
for respect for the territorial integrity of Ukraine. These declarations
and resolutions reflected Western unity of action and solidarity in the
face of the Russian challenge.

The imposition of economic sanctions against Russia was another
important step in the international response to the invasion. Economic
sanctions are a powerful foreign policy tool used in the context of
international relations, and their imposition against Russia by the
United States of America and the European Union following the
invasion of Ukraine was a crucial point in the international community’s

reaction to Russian aggression. These measures were designed to exert
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economic pressure on Moscow in order to bring about the withdrawal
of Russian troops from Ukraine and restore the territorial integrity of
that country.

One of the main sanctions imposed on Russia was the restriction of
access to international financial markets. Both the US and the EU have
banned Russian financial institutions from issuing or selling bonds
on international financial markets and limited their access to certain
financial services. These measures have had a significant impact on
Russia’s ability to finance its activities and have put considerable
economic pressure on Moscow.

In addition, asset freezes and restrictions on financial transactions
were other forms of economic sanctions imposed on Russia. These
measures have targeted Russian individuals and companies held
responsible for the aggression against Ukraine, preventing them from
using their assets and conducting financial transactions internationally.
These actions were aimed at isolating and weakening circles of power
within Russia that support the Kremlin’s aggressive policy.

Embargoes on exports of technology and dual-use goods were
another form of economic sanctions imposed on Russia. The US and
the EU have restricted exports of technology and goods that could
be used for military purposes or for the development of military
capabilities in Russia. These measures have had an impact on Russia’s
defence and technology sector, making it more difficult for Russia to
access technologies and goods with military potential.

Within NATO, the USA and other member states have stepped
up military cooperation to strengthen defence and deterrence
capabilities in the Eastern European region and around the Baltic Sea.
The deployment of additional troops and military equipment as well
as joint military exercises have served to demonstrate the alliance’s
collective commitment to the Russian threat.

Military assistance to Ukraine was another crucial aspect of the
transatlantic effort to support Kiev in the face of Russian aggression.
The USA and other NATO member states have provided military
equipment, military training and education, and logistical support to
Ukrainian armed forces, demonstrating their strong commitment to
supporting Ukraine’s territorial integrity. In addition to military support,
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the mentioned countries have provided medical and humanitarian
assistance to Ukraine to help treat the wounded and manage the
humanitarian consequences of the conflict. This assistance has
included the provision of medical equipment and medical supplies, as
well as the deployment of medical teams to conflict-affected areas.

On energy supply, the USA and the EU have worked together to
reduce Europe’s dependence on Russian gas and oil. The diversification
of supply sources and the development of energy transport
infrastructure, including the promotion of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and other alternative energy sources, have aimed to reduce Europe’s
vulnerability to Russia’s aggressive energy policies. Thus, reducing
Europe’s dependence on Russian gas and oil is a crucial strategic
objective for the United States of America and the European Union,
given the obvious vulnerability associated with this dependence.
To achieve this goal, a number of bold and strategic actions have been
taken, aimed at diversifying sources of supply and developing regional
energy infrastructure.

Firstly, the promotion of liquefied natural gas (LNG) has proven
to be one of the most effective tools in diversifying gas supplies in
Europe. The United States of America has become a major supplier
of LNG to European markets, benefiting from its own growing natural
gas production and extensive liquefaction and export capacities.
This change in the energy landscape has provided Europe with a viable
alternative to Russian gas, reducing over-dependence on a single
source of supply.

At the same time, the development of energy transport
infrastructure has been a major priority for the European Union. LNG
import terminals have been built or upgraded in several countries such
as Poland, Lithuania and Croatia. These terminals allow flexible import
of LNG from different sources, thus reducing dependence on Russian
gas. Investments in projects such as the Southern Gas Corridor and
the Trans-Adriatic Pipeline have also aimed to diversify the routes and
sources of natural gas and oil supplies, thus ensuring greater energy
security for Europe. These projects have enabled closer connections
between energy producing and consuming regions, reducing
dependence on transit through Russian territory and reducing the risk
of energy being used as a political tool by Russia.
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In addition, promoting and supporting renewable energy has been
another crucial aspect of the efforts to reduce dependence on fossil
fuels. Both the United States of America and the European Union have
invested significantly in alternative energy sources, such as solar and
wind power, to diversify the energy mix and reduce dependence on
finite and polluting resources. This transition to a greener and more
sustainable economy helps to reduce not only dependence on Russian
oil and gas but also environmental impacts, promoting sustainable
economic development.

In conclusion, the concerted efforts undertaken by the United
States of America and the European Union in dealing with the crisis
in Ukraine and the associated geopolitical challenges have been
characterised by a united and coordinated approach. By imposing
economic sanctions against Russia, diversifying energy supplies and
strengtheningthetransatlantic partnership, the West hasdemonstrated
its firm commitment to promoting respect for the fundamental norms
and principles of the international order. These actions reflect the
solidarity and cooperation between the USA, EU and other NATO
member states in the face of the security and geopolitical challenges
of the 21 century, underlining the importance of a united approach in
addressing major geopolitical crises.

CONCLUSIONS

The response of the United States of America and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation has been characterised mainly by diplomatic
and economic measures. They have offered political support to the
Ukrainian government of Volodemir Zelensky, but have refrained
from deploying their military forces. Refraining from deploying direct
military forces shows a desire to avoid escalating the conflict into open
war and to find diplomatic and political solutions to resolve the crisis.

In addition, the economic sanctions imposed by the United
States of America and NATO since 2014 have demonstrated that
the international community is willing to use powerful economic
instruments to put pressure on Russia and deter its aggressive actions.
The severe impact of economic sanctions on the Russian economy
indicates Russia’s vulnerability to external pressure and highlights the
importance of the oil and gas sector to its economy.

191 DEFENCE RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

/ /\\\\\
[’ﬁ

V'l
ROMANIAN

MILITARY
THINKING

Promoting and
supporting
renewable

energy has been
another crucial
aspect of the
efforts to reduce
dependence

on fossil fuels.
Both the United
States of
America and the
European Union
have invested
significantly

in alternative
energy sources,
such as solar
and wind power,
to diversify the
energy mix

and reduce
dependence

on finite and
polluting
resources.



The crisis in
Ukraine provides
a significant
insight into how
contemporary
armed forces
are involved in
modern conflicts
and brings to the
fore essential
lessons about
the civilian
implications

of war. Should
major political
change in

Russia occur,
this conflict may
highlight that
the non-military
aspects of war
are becoming
increasingly
dangerous.

George BUCATA

On 2 March 2022, the UN General Assembly adopted — by an
overwhelming majority of 141 votes to 5 — a resolution rejecting
the Russian Federation’s brutal invasion of Ukraine and calling on
Russia to withdraw its forces immediately and respect international
law. International coordination and solidarity were evident in the
adoption of the resolution by the UN General Assembly, with an
overwhelming majority of votes against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
indicating a strong global commitment to respect international law
and protect the sovereignty of states.

The crisis in Ukraine provides a significant insight into how
contemporary armed forces are involved in modern conflicts and
brings to the fore essential lessons about the civilian implications of
war. Should major political change in Russia occur, this conflict may
highlight that the non-military aspects of war are becoming increasingly
dangerous.

In other respects, it is clear that, despite the uncertainties about the
immediate resolution of the conflict through compromise or truce, this
war will act as a major catalyst for the intensification of confrontation
between Russia and NATO, the EU and the USA. The impact of this
conflict will be profound, reinforcing Russia’s geopolitical importance
to the United States of America, as well as China’s position. We can
therefore anticipate significant changes in the global geopolitical
landscape and the dynamics of international relations as a result of
this crisis. A complex dynamic is thus emerging that will continue to
influence the global balance of power and international relations for
the foreseeable future. The US-European struggle with Russia will
be much closer to confrontation than it would have been before the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. This conflict is expected to lead Russia
to forge a stronger and more open alliance with China. In addition,
it could motivate Russia to strategically use political and economic
means to exploit any tensions and opportunities in Asia, Africa and
Latin America. In addition, Russia could actively seek new military
bases and opportunities to expand its military dominance.

The prospect of Russia responding more forcefully to US and
NATO actions in the Ukraine conflict, going beyond purely symbolic
reactions, could involve deploying not only military personnel but also
sophisticated military equipment to regions such as Latin America,
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the Caribbean or the Central African Republics to divert the attention
of international organisations from the open conflict in south-eastern
Europe.

In order to counter Russia’s aggressive actions, it is imperative to
take a number of strategic steps in military management to effectively
manage and minimise possible threats. | believe that these key
strategies, which could be implemented in this regard, include the
following:

e conducting a detailed and constant assessment of potential
threats, including Russia’s military capabilities and strategies.
This analysis should also include an understanding of Russia’s
potential actions in other regions, such as Latin America, the
Caribbean or Africa;

e NATO member states and its allies should strengthen military
cooperation and dialogue and intensify their efforts to address
common threats. They could involve joint military exercises,
intelligence exchanges and coordinated action plans;

e Military management should strengthen its efforts to increase
the resilience of defence systems against cyber and information
threats. In addition, diversifying and strengthening military
capabilities, including through investment in advanced military
technology and equipment, can strengthen deterrence;

e NATO should provide military and logistical support to its
regional partners, including Ukraine and other countries
affected by Russia’s aggressive actions. It could include providing
military assistance, training and support to strengthen their
defence capabilities.

e Continue diplomatic and strategic communication efforts to
highlight the consequences of Russia’s aggressive actions and
to promote unity and solidarity among allies and partners. It
could involve stepping up international diplomatic efforts and
providing clear and accurate information to the general public
to counter Russian propaganda.

By taking such steps in military organisational management, NATO
allies and their partners could strengthen their position in the face
of Russia’s aggressive actions and help maintain regional and global
stability and security.
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