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The national security strategies of the European Union Member States 
emphasise the role of critical infrastructure in providing essential services to 
society and the necessity to protect them in the context of national security 
and defence. Thus, the protection of critical infrastructure lies not only with the 
critical infrastructure operator or administrator, but also with governmental 
institutions. Threats to critical infrastructure are actually threats to national 
security. An unwanted event involving one or more critical infrastructures 
involves the intervention of local, regional and national structures. The EU 
Member States are aware that threats to critical infrastructure pose serious 
threats to national security and even to the EU’s security and defence. In this 
regard, the EU Member States have included in their national security strategies 
a number of critical infrastructure issues, such as their importance, necessity, 
development, functionality, efficiency and last but not least their protection and 
resilience to all types of threats. This study highlights the inclusion of critical 
infrastructure in the security strategies of the EU Member States and the 
involvement of states in ensuring and strengthening the appropriate protection 
of national and European critical infrastructures.

Keywords: critical infrastructure; national security strategies; EU Member 
States; critical infrastructure protection; CER Directive;
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INTRODUCTION
In general, the essential services of society are provided 

through industrial, financial, military, health, transport, electronic 
communications infrastructure. Several countries in the world, such 
as the USA, Canada or the Member States of the European Union, 
have defined these infrastructures, including by legislation, as critical 
infrastructure. These states have thereby gone through a complex, 
phased and long-term process, including the development and 
implementation of a specific legislative framework, the establishment 
of critical infrastructure sectors and subsectors, the identification 
and designation of critical infrastructure and the implementation of 
a continuous process of monitoring the critical infrastructure. In this 
regard, the European Programme for Critical Infrastructure Protection 
(EPCIP) was developed and implemented. Thus, through Directive 
114/2008/EC there were established three basic pillars of European 
Critical Infrastructure (ECI), namely: identification, designation and 
protection of ECI. At the same time, the Directive establishes that energy 
and transport sectors are critical national infrastructure (CNI) sectors, 
leaving it up to Member States to determine their critical national 
infrastructure (CNI) sectors. Therefore, based on the transposition of 
the Directive into national law, EU Member States have designated both 
their own critical national infrastructure sectors and subsectors and 
national critical infrastructure. Another particularly important issue 
that needs to be highlighted is the European Union’s new approach for 
critical infrastructure protection. Therefore, by proposing the Directive 
on the Resilience of Critical Entities (CER Directive), the European Union 
aims to update and improve the existing framework for the critical 
infrastructure protection and the entities that are in charge with the 
critical infrastructure, as well to enhance the resilience of critical 
infrastructure in the face of physical and digital risks, to establish 
closer link between critical national infrastructure and an increased 
interdependence between physical and digital infrastructure.
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CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
– THEORETICAL APPROACH  
IN THE CONTEXT OF NATIONAL SECURITY
National security is a concept that is not easy to define, thus trying 

to be set by states within the context of national security strategies. 
In this regard, the strategies should be geared at supporting those 
objectives, should identify the means by which these interests can be 
promoted, as well as the main threats to national security (Raik et al., 
2018, p. 7). Security is one of the most important objectives of national 
interest, which contributes to the achievement of other objectives, 
such as prosperity (social well-being), national values or international 
stability. At the same time, there is a relationship of interdependence 
between security and prosperity, in the sense that through the 
economic-financial means the capabilities for defence, public order, 
national security and intelligence can be ensured (McNamara, 2016, 
p. 3). In the same context, a national security strategy sets out the 
basic national interests for improving national and international 
security. Thus, security includes the protection of the population, 
territory and state institutions against potential foreign threats, 
including the protection of critical infrastructure (Stolberg, 2012,  
p. 16). Security management is extremely important contributing to 
the state’s existence and development under the fluctuating conditions 
of the security environment. The state’s ability to meet challenges 
and counter threats depends on the socio-economic development 
of the state and produces long-term preventive actions through its 
institutional mechanisms. The perception of national security issues 
has a multidimensional interpretation, outlining an understanding of 
the past, an image of the present and a premise for thinking about 
the future (Kośmider, 2021, p. 294). According to the same author, 
the main elements specific to national security management are the 
national defence dimension, the security dimension, including civil 
protection, protection of population, resources, infrastructures and 
state institutions, as well as economic and cultural security.

Definitions of critical infrastructure can be found in countless 
documents, such as legislation, specialised studies, reports, research 
projects, articles or scientific communications, but in the context  
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of this article, the definition of critical infrastructure I consider relevant 
is that provided by the Council of the EU, namely that it represents 
“an asset, system or part thereof located in Member States which is 
essential for the maintenance of vital societal functions, health, safety, 
security, economic or social well-being of people, and the disruption 
or destruction of which would have a significant impact in a Member 
State as a result of the failure to maintain those functions” (Directive 
2008/114/EC). It is also important to note that this definition is a 
particularly important benchmark for EU Member States, which have 
subsequently introduced the concept of critical infrastructure in 
national legislation and developed their own operational framework. 
According to several authors (Mitrevska, Mileski, Mikac, 2019, 
p.19), critical infrastructure is described as a significant component 
of national security, considering that the threats against a critical 
infrastructure affects the life and safety of the population, as well as 
the normal functioning of states. Thus, national critical infrastructure 
has a key role to play in ensuring national security, the continuity 
of states, and meeting the needs of the population. The inability of 
states to manage societal challenges for the benefit of the population 
increases the number of threats against critical infrastructure (Roman, 
2018, p. 34). In principle, critical infrastructure facilities are consisting 
of buildings, structures, equipment, installations and services, which 
represents an integrated system, necessary for the proper functioning 
of the states. Therefore, the protection of a critical infrastructure is the 
responsibility of owners and operators, while the state is responsible 
for a comprehensive supervision and coordination (Żaboklicka, 2020, 
p. 71).

METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS  
OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ANALYSIS
In this study there is a comprehensive analysis of several national 

security strategies about the concept of critical infrastructure in terms 
of the Member States of the European Union, which have already 
implemented a legislative and operational framework on critical 
infrastructure protection. In this regard, in conjunction with the 
literature review, the study highlights a statistical situation of critical 
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infrastructure sectors, means of critical infrastructure protection and 
the peculiarities of EU Member States security strategies. Next, the 
security strategy documents corresponding to 23 states out of the  
27 EU Member States underpin this approach. In contrast, the security 
strategy documents of Ireland, Greece, Cyprus and Malta have not yet 
been developed or made public.

In recent years, Ireland has intended to publish a national security 
policy, but the Irish Government has abandoned this plan to protect 
the national critical infrastructure and it is likely to issue a strategic 
statement on national security in the future (Mooney, 2022). However, 
it should be noted that Ireland has developed a number of action plans 
for the protection and resilience of critical infrastructure, in line with 
EU requirements. During the investigation, no public documents on 
Cyprus’ security strategy were identified. 

Moreover, this remark is supported by other research studies, 
which confirm that Cyprus does not have a national security strategy 
or it has not been made public yet (Adamides, 2019, p. 72).  Greece 
does not yet have a national security strategy in place (Dokos, 2021). 
Regarding the protection of critical infrastructures, Greece has been 
aligned itself with the EU requirements since 2011, by transposing the 
provisions of Directive 114/2008 into national law. In a similar way, 
Malta transposed the provisions of the Directive into national law 
in 2011. Malta has also not issued or published a national security 
strategy.

ANALYSIS OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
FROM THE PERSPECTIVE  
OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGIES  
OF THE EUROPEAN UNION MEMBER STATES
The national security strategies that were under consideration 

reflect the involvement of the EU Member States in ensuring the 
functionality, protection and resilience of critical infrastructure.  
The definition of critical infrastructure is found in 153 mentions of 
the 23 analysed strategies, which highlights the importance of critical 
infrastructure for society and the need to ensure its protection in the 
context of national security and defence.
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Most national security strategies are moving in the same direction, 
meaning that critical infrastructure is being seen as an infrastructure 
for producing and providing essential goods and services that needs 
to be protected from all kinds of threats. In table no. 1 there are listed 
23 EU Member States and their corresponding security strategies, the 
years in which they were issued (published), the issuer, the number 
of entries identified for the term critical infrastructure, the number of 
chapters in which they are found, and the number of entries identified 
for the term critical infrastructure protection.

Table no. 1: Analysis of the security strategies of EU Member States

Country Year Type Issuer
No.  
of 

Chapters

Terms 
CI

Terms

CIP

Austria 2013 NSS Ministry  
of the Interior

2 8 8

Belgium 2022 NSS Government 3 5 1
Bulgaria 2018 NSS Government 3 7 4
Croatia 2017 NSS Ministry  

of Defence
3 16 6

Czech 
Republic

2015 NSS Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

2 17 6

Denmark 2022 FSPS Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

2 2 0

Estonia 2017 NSC Government 0 0 0
Finland 2017 NSS Government 3 3 0
France 2017 NDSS Ministry  

of Defence
1 1 0

Germany 2016 WP Government 3 7 3
Hungary 2020 NSS Government 3 4 2

Italy 2015 WP Ministry  
of Defence

1 1 0

Latvia 2019 NSC Parliament 4 14 1
Lithuania 2017 NSC Ministry of 

Defence
2 2 2
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Country Year Type Issuer
No.  
of 

Chapters

Terms 
CI

Terms

CIP

Luxembourg 2017 NDS Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

2 2 1

Netherlands 2019 NSS Government 3 21 4
Poland 2020 NSS Government 2 3 2

Portugal 2013 NDSC Government 1 2 1
Romania 2020 NDS Presidential 

Administration
6 11 3

Slovakia 2021 NDS Ministry of 
Defence

1 1 0

Slovenia 2020 NSS Ministry of 
Defence

3 13 3

Spain 2021 NSS Government 2 11 2
Sweden 2017 NSS Government 2 2 0

In general, the concepts or strategies of national security of any 
state are substantiated by normative legal acts that present the official 
approach on the role of the state at international level, its national 
values, interests and threats. The name of normative acts specific to 
national security varies from one state to another, yet without any 
changing in the conceptual basis. These papers, such as the national 
security strategy, the White Paper, the national security policy, the 
military doctrine, the law specific to national security and others, define 
the policies, principles, directions of action and mechanisms necessary 
to achieve the goals of national security (Lipinsky, 2019, p. 152). Next, in 
figure no.1 there are represented the types of the analysed documents. 
Thus, out of the number of 23 analysed documents, 13 of them are 
National Security Strategies – NSS, which represents more than half 
of the total number. The difference is completed by the National 
Security Concept – NSC (Estonia, Latvia), National Defence Strategy – 
NDS (Luxembourg, Romania, Slovakia), White Paper – WP (Germany, 
Italy), National Defence and Security Strategy – NDSS (France), Foreign 
and Security Policy – FSP (Denmark) and National Strategic Defence 
Concept – NDSC (Portugal). Most Governments are capable to issue 
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these strategies (table no. 1), either through the Security Committee 
(Finland), or through the Council of Ministers (Bulgaria, Poland), or 
through the Cabinet of the Prime Minister (Belgium, Sweden, Hungary) 
or even through certain ministries with responsibilities in the area 
of national security, such as the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs or the Ministry of the Internal Affairs. In Romania the 
strategy is issued by the Presidential Administration, and in Lithuania 
by the Parliament.

Figure no. 1: The types of analysed documents 

According to figure no. 2, the period of issuing security strategies is 
2013-2022. Thus, the security strategies of Austria and Portugal were 
published in 2013, and the strategies of Belgium and Denmark were 
published more recently, namely in 2022. In fact, taking into account 
the changes in the regional and international security environment, 
states regularly review their national security strategy. Most of the 
strategies covered by this study were issued in 2017. Currently, given 
the onset of the conflict in Ukraine (24 February 2022), it is likely that 
some states will configure and update their national security strategies 
much earlier than the deadline set.
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Figure no. 2: The period during which security strategies were issued

According to this study, a number of 22 out of 23 EU Member 
States include the term critical infrastructure in their normative acts 
corresponding to their national security (figure no. 3). Thus, the most 
mentions, numbering 21, are found in the Netherlands. In the analysed 
document, one of the dimensions of national security is the social 
disruption, which can also occur in the situation where the availability 
and continuity of critical processes, ensured through national critical 
infrastructure, is affected. At the same time, the strategy shows that 
these critical processes are mutually dependent on each other, which 
reflects that disruption of a single infrastructure will have side effects 
on the entire national infrastructure system and would increase the 
risks to national security. The Netherlands is followed by the Czech 
Republic with a number of 17 mentions on critical infrastructure. In the 
Czech Republic’s security strategy, critical infrastructure is presented as 
a system of key elements that meet the vital needs of the population 
and the economy, and the natural, technological and asymmetric 
threats to them may have a particularly strong impact on national 
security. In the security strategy of Croatia, we find 16 mentions on 
critical infrastructure, and one of the strategic objectives is to achieve 
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the highest level of security and the protection of the population and 
critical infrastructure. Croatia’s security strategy emphasises that as 
many as possible assets of critical infrastructure sectors must be owned 
by the state in order to protect its vital functions in situations of 
instability. Also, in order to prevent possible threats and risks to critical 
infrastructure, the strategy provides for the exchange of data between 
state authorities and critical infrastructure operators in both the public 
and private sectors. Latvia’s strategic concept sets out strategic 
principles and priorities for preventing threats to the state. Thus, the 
14 mentions on critical infrastructure can be found in three sections 
associated with the prevention of threats to national security, namely: 
prevention of terrorist threats, prevention of cyber threats, and 
prevention of threats by foreign security intelligence services of other 
states. Slovenia, with 13 mentions on critical infrastructure, addresses 
critical infrastructure in its national security strategy, on the one hand, 
from the perspective of identifying and assessing hybrid threats to 
critical infrastructure, and on the other hand, from the perspective of 
planning protection measures and response plans to those threats, 
especially to terrorist, military and cyber ones. Also, through this 
document, Slovenia assumes to ensure cooperation, both between 
critical infrastructure operators and between the public and private 
sectors for critical infrastructures protection. There are 13 mentions on 
critical infrastructure in the documentation of Spain and Romania.  
In Spain’s security strategy, national security and resilience rely on 
critical infrastructure. The critical infrastructure covers vital sectors, 
specified in the documentation strategy (health, energy, food, 
transport, water supply) and cannot provide alternative solutions on 
ensuring essential services. Moreover, the national security strategy 
emphasises the importance of Spain, as a maritime nation, which must 
ensure the functioning of critical infrastructure located near the shore 
or at sea, including in particular ports, and submarine pipelines. 
Romania, in the National Defence Strategy, maintains, compared to 
the previous version, the concept of extended national security, which 
also includes the security of critical infrastructure. Moreover, Romania, 
as a resilient state in the face of threats, establishes a resilience 
framework in order to boost societal and critical infrastructure 
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resilience. In the content of the strategy, we identify the development 
of critical infrastructure in the field of security and defence that can be 
achieved through the support and coordination with other institutions. 
Regarding the field of information, counterintelligence and security, 
the functioning of critical infrastructure depends on the prevention 
and counteracting of risks and is included in an integrative framework 
along with ensuring economic and financial stability, ensuring energy 
security, transport infrastructure development, information society 
and digital economy, as well as ensuring economic interests in the 
Wider Black Sea region and the Balkans. From the point of view of 
defence, Austria, through the defence policy presented in the strategy 
plan, guarantees the protection of critical infrastructure, thus making 
the Austrian armed forces more responsible. There are eight mentions 
on critical infrastructure in Austria’s security strategy document. 
Maintaining an efficient economy, protecting vital goods supplies and 
protecting critical infrastructure are some of the political and strategic 
objectives. Furthermore, there are seven mentions on critical 
infrastructure in the White Paper of Germany. The chapter of the 
document regarding the German security environment speaks about 
the protection and resilience of critical infrastructure in the spectrum 
of both cyber and hybrid threats. In the chapter on strategic priorities, 
it is mentioned that strengthening the resilience to present and future 
threats entails an integrative approach at national level, through 
intensive cooperation between government agencies, citizens, media, 
network operators and private operators of critical infrastructure.  
In the same context of priorities, space security is considered a key 
element at international level, and satellite systems and related 
applications are an essential component of national critical 
infrastructure. On the other hand, the White Paper also mentions the 
benefits of the existing security partnership, between the state and 
the industrial sector, which includes the protection of both critical 
infrastructure and economy. There are seven mentions on critical 
infrastructure in Bulgaria’s security strategy document. Interestingly, 
Bulgaria specifies in the security strategy document that it undertakes 
the commitments of Directive 2008/114/EC on the identification and 
designation of European Critical Infrastructure and the assessment  
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of necessity of improving their protection. The protection of critical 
infrastructure and population in situations of crisis, disaster, accident, 
catastrophe and other threats is one of the vital national interests 
specified in the security strategy document. In Belgium’s security 
strategy document there are five mentions on the critical infrastructure. 
Belgium clearly emphasises, on the one hand, European critical 
infrastructure sectors related to EPCIP, and on the other hand, national 
critical infrastructure sectors specified in national legislation, namely: 
energy, transport, finance, public health, drinking water supply, space, 
electronic communications and digital infrastructure. Moreover, the 
strategy requires critical infrastructure operators to draw up security 
plans, report incidents and take complementary action based on 
analyses carried out by specialised services. There are four mentions 
on critical infrastructure in the national security strategy document of 
Hungary that presents an integrated approach of the government for 
the development of protection and resilience of critical infrastructure. 
Even if there is a legislative framework in this regard, the security 
strategy document highlights the need for constant updating in order 
for the Hungarian state to respond to offensive capabilities and threats 
from potential adversaries. Furthermore, the security strategy 
document draws attention to possible vulnerabilities in the area of 
investment in critical infrastructure, resulting from economic 
cooperation with China. A number of three mentions on critical 
infrastructure can be found in Finland’s security strategy document. 
Medical and social assistance services are accessible through the 
essential services provided by critical infrastructure, both in normal 
conditions and in conditions of crisis, incidents and emergencies. 
Critical infrastructure is also mentioned three times in Poland’s security 
strategy document. The section on national resilience mentions that 
ensuring the functionality and continuity of critical infrastructure is 
based on the implementation of a security control model for critical 
infrastructure, and strengthening protection must take into account 
the activity of military and civilian foreign intelligence services.  
The document also states that communication systems are a key 
component for national security and an important element for critical 
infrastructure. There are two mentions on critical infrastructure  
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in the security strategy document of Portugal, Luxembourg, Sweden, 
Lithuania and Denmark. Thus, Portugal presents two types of threats 
to critical infrastructure in the security strategy document. The first 
type of threats are cyber threats, signalling an increased number of 
cyber-attacks on critical infrastructure, and the second type of threats 
are the terrorist ones, emphasising thereby the need to implement a 
national critical infrastructure protection programme. On the same 
topic of threats, Luxembourg, through its security strategy document, 
refers to the protection of population and critical infrastructure 
ensuring the improvement of national resilience by combating hybrid 
threats and strengthening cyber defence. Instead, Sweden emphasises 
the robustness of critical infrastructure ensuring the resilience of 
transportation infrastructure that provides vital services for the 
modern society. At the same time, the security strategy document 
highlights the serious consequences on the transportation sector in 
case the critical infrastructure, together with the information and 
communication systems, would be destroyed. Lithuania also mentions 
twice the critical infrastructure in its security strategy document.  
The first mention emphasises that national security requires progress 
in several areas of national interest, including the protection of critical 
infrastructure. The second mention shows the need to ensure the 
protection of critical infrastructure and the continuity of the vital 
functions of the Lithuanian state in the context of mass digitisation, 
respectively of cyber threats and misinformation. In the first section, 
Denmark emphasises the protection of critical infrastructures against 
misinformation, hostile interference, attacks and cybercrime.  
The second mention develops aspects related to critical infrastructure 
cyber-risks. Finally, in the security strategy documents of France, Italy 
and Slovakia there is only one mention on critical infrastructure.  
Even if they are mentioned only once in France’s Security and Defence 
Strategy, critical infrastructure, along with critical resources, are 
considered objectives from the “heart of society”, which are targeted 
by threats from a new battleground, respectively cyberspace. 
Furthermore, the White Paper of Italy shows the probable effects on 
regional or global security, including on critical infrastructure in the 
context of certain conflicts. Thus, illegitimate non-state actors  
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such as religious groups or transnational organised criminal groups can 
produce particularly serious effects through chemical, bacteriological, 
radiological or nuclear offensive capabilities. Slovakia, in its security 
strategy document, mentions the importance of cyber security defence 
in protecting network and strategic information systems, and ensuring 
the security of critical infrastructure elements. In Estonia’s security 
strategy document there is no mention on critical infrastructure. 
Although there are no specific mentions on critical infrastructure, we 
can find in this the document more reference to vital services and their 
role in ensuring the continued functioning of the Estonian state and 
society in the context of national security and safety. Also here, it is 
emphasised the cooperation between the public and the private sector 
considering the fact that a large part of the vital services come from 
the private sector.  

Figure no. 3: The number of occurrences of the terms “critical infrastructure”  
and “critical infrastructure protection”
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The study did not take into account the word combinations that 
include, in particular, the name of a specific sector or field of activity. 
In the content of the strategies, it is frequently used the term critical 
information infrastructure or IT infrastructure (Denmark, Lithuania, 
Hungary). There are also used terms like maritime critical infrastructure 
(Lithuania), critical telecommunications infrastructure (Denmark).  
In the same vein, the words that are synonymous with the critical word 
were not analysed. Thus, in security strategy documents there are used 
terms such as, “key infrastructure” (Finland), “essential infrastructure” 
(Portugal), “strategic infrastructure” (Austria) or “vital infrastructure” 
(Belgium, Sweden, Hungary).

Furthermore, this study highlights the approach to critical 
infrastructure protection from the perspective of EU Member 
States’ security strategies. According to figure no. 3, the term critical 
infrastructure protection appears 49 times in the analysed documents. 
There are eight mentions on critical infrastructure protection in 
Austria’s security strategy document. Here it is observed that there is 
an equivalent number of mentions on the term critical infrastructure. 
There are six mentions in the security strategy documents of the 
Czech Republic and Croatia, and four mentions in the security strategy 
documents of Bulgaria and the Netherlands. There are three mentions 
on critical infrastructure protection in the security strategy documents 
of Germany, Romania and Sweden, two mentions in the security 
strategy documents of Lithuania, Poland, Spain and Hungary and one 
mention in the security strategy documents of Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Latvia and Portugal. The security strategy documents of seven countries 
do not include the word protection, this being somewhat justified 
by the small number of mentions on the term critical infrastructure. 
Although there is a gap between the large number of mentions related 
to the term critical infrastructure and the small number of mentions 
regarding the term critical infrastructure protection (Netherlands, 
Latvia, Spain, Romania), the subject of critical infrastructure protection 
is included in the sphere of security and resilience, in response to the 
full spectrum of threats.

Last but not least, there were analysed the chapters in security 
strategy documents, where the term critical infrastructure is mentioned. 
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Therefore, in the National Defence Strategy of Romania the term critical 
infrastructure is mentioned in six chapters, followed by the National 
Strategic Concept of Latvia where the term critical infrastructure is 
mentioned in four chapters. After these, there is a number of three 
chapters in eight security strategy documents, two chapters in another 
eight security strategy documents and one chapter in four security 
strategy documents.

CONCLUSIONS
This article represents an overview of the concept of critical 

infrastructure from the perspective of EU Member States’ security 
strategies. Even if the process of identification, designation and 
protection for each Member State is framed in both a legislative and 
an operational framework, it is also important to analyse this area 
from the perspective of national security. The essential services of the 
society represent objectives of national security being protected by 
applicable law. This approach confirms the considerable contribution 
of EU Member States to ensure the functionality, protection and 
resilience of critical infrastructure. In a number of 22 security strategy 
documents out of the 23 analysed, the term critical infrastructure is 
mentioned 153 times and the term critical infrastructure protection, 
49 times, which shows an increased interest of the EU member states 
in ensuring the national security and defence. 

Although some elements in the EU Directive 2008/114 are in 
contradiction with the NIS Directive (EU Directive 2016/1148), with 
other normative acts or even with its own assessment in 2019, in the 
context of a major humanitarian crisis associated with the pandemic 
and the conflict in Ukraine, the advantages and balance offered 
by the effects of this Directive on ensuring and protecting critical 
national goods and services through critical infrastructure are hereby 
confirmed. The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed the profile of a global 
threat, which has had a severe impact on society and on all critical 
infrastructure sectors and subsectors. The outbreak of the conflict in 
Ukraine has demonstrated once more the major importance of critical 
infrastructure in these critical situations. 
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Moreover, the security strategies of the EU Member States confirm 
the essential role of critical infrastructure in ensuring the continued 
functioning of states and society in the context of national security 
and safety. In this respect, by CER Directive it is intended to develop 
a common framework to support critical entities of states against 
all types of threats. However, the transposition of this Directive into 
national law in the context of national security strategies will is not 
expected too soon, given that some states have recently published 
their revised strategies.
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